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D�ar ~~t’~."

Thank you for your letter of February 15 with suggestions for core action criteria and your
suggestion that our alternatives include off-stream storage and b� consistent with existing restoration
efforts and agricultural activities.

Core actions ar� specific activities that would be included as an �lement of each Program
alternativ�. Core actions must, among oth�r things, be broadly supported by stakeholdcrs. They
cannot incr�ase th� level of conflict between Bay-Delta beneficial uses or among stakehold�rs. Any
action that is at odds with the existing water rights system would be inconsistent with th�s� provisions,
and will not be included as a proposed core action.

Additionally, Program alternatives will be car�fully crafted to meet the mission, objectives,
and solution principles articulated by th� CALFED agencies and BDAC. Th�se principl�s require an
equitable solution that meets th� Program objectives without transferring impacts elsewhere. The
entire CALFED Bay-Delta Program long-term planning process is based upon developing a broadly
acccpted,solution package in a process open to th� water.users,.environmentaiists and public-at-larg�.
Th� existing water rights system including of area of origin protection will b� part of tce analysis of
any and all alternativ�s.

Regarding th� altcrnatices, we attempted to develop alternatives which are fully compatible
with cxisting programs benefit fish and wildlife. Additionally, off-strcam, storag� could certainly b�
possible as part of the final solution and is currently part of several ofth� draft alternatives. Also, the
level of detail for alternatives during Phas� 1 ofth� Program make it difficult to determin� precisely
which on-going programs might b� impacted or enhanced by eventual actions. Your comments
highlight th� need to keep thes� issues identified as dctail is increased in Phase II. However, the level

¯ . of detail at this time, address general locations o~f storage (e.g. North of Delta) and not specific sites.
Please give me a call if you would like to get together and address these issues in more detail.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

CALFED Agencies
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